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regions. There were marked differences between the two;
but differences of ritual and of doctrine were made deeper and
worse by distinctions and hostility of race; the Church of the
Pale was that of the Englishry; the Irish tribes clung to their
ancient Church; and perpetual discord reigned between them.
Churchmen of the Pale went on " hostings " against the clans
and septs; looked on the priests of the Celts as barbarian
enemies, and shut them out like pariahs from their communion.
The clergy of the old Irish Church did the zame, and banned
and cursed their Norman and Anglo-Saxon rivals. The feud
was most bitter and never-ending; religion, which, elsewhere,
threw an arch, of peace over waters of civil and social strife,
created in Ireland two hostile camps exasperated by fierce
sacerdotal passions. Nor can it be said that either Church,
produced many saintly champions of the faith of Christ, even
many men of exalted piety. Several prelates of the Church of
the Pale were charged with odious and wicked crimes1; its
clergy are said to have been self-seeking, avaricious, cruel to
the Irishry in their midst, nay the scum and refuse of the
Church in England. The Celtic Church, on the other hand,
had ceased to be a shining light of Christendom; its bishops
and clergy, at this period, have been described generally as
barbarous, ignorant, and, sometimes, vicious and lawless8.
Ireland had nothing like the noble succession of great church-
men, who were the saving health of the English monarchy in
the Middle Ages.
Unity of law has been a strong moral tie to keep society
together in all ages. This, we have indicated, did not exist in
Ireland; the laws of England were dominant in the Pale;
they were mixed up with Celtic usage in the Anglo-Irish
1  Thus Henri de Londres, an archbishop of Dublin, and a witness to
'Magiia Carta, was accused of an atrocious fraud.   Leland I. 206.
2  Thus an Irish archbishop of Cashel is said to  have committed
murder.    Ibid. 234.
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